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Dr. Ljupco Jordanovski, President of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia and Acting President of the Republic of Macedonia

Reception on the occasion of the entry into force of the Stabilization and Association Agreement and the submission of the Application for Membership,

1 April 2004

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Excellencies,

Allow me to address you on the occasion of the entry into force of the Stabilization and Association Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Macedonia, as well as on the occasion of the submission of application for European Union membership of the Republic of Macedonia. 

· The forthcoming European Union enlargement is a historic event that will, on one hand, fundamentally change the European political and economic map, while stressing, on the other, the fact that the process of European unification remains incomplete. The strengthened EU Western Balkans policy of the Thessaloniki Summit has removed in a clear manner the dilemma, confirming that the European integration process is incomplete unless the countries of our region are part of it, too. 

· We are pleased to congratulate and extend our regards to the ten countries that are soon to join the Union. We are happy with the progress of the countries of our region in the Stabilization and Association Process. Each such step brings our region closer to the European Union and opens the door for all the others that are committed to make the same steps. We are aware that we could walk faster and more easily the complex road towards Europe if we are not alone, but together with the others and if assisted by those that have already passed it.

· A restless promoter of such mutual cooperation and support was our tragically deceased President, the distinguished Boris Trajkovski. With his European vision, energy, tolerance and will for dialogue, he was continuously contributing towards introduction of a new quality and creation of a series of initiatives and projects of regional and broader international significance. His last presidential signature will remain as a legacy at the Application for Membership of the Republic of Macedonia in the EU.

· These last days have passed in the spirit of the European future of the Republic of Macedonia.

· The Stabilization and Association Agreement is coming into force today. Our Application for European Union membership was presented on the 22nd of March. The Third Report on the Progress in the Stabilization and Association Process was issued on the 30th of March, along with the First European Partnership.

· This is not a mere coincidence.

· These days are a result of what the Republic of Macedonia has developed as its strategic goal, priority and approach since the moment of its independence.

· This strategic road, this vision, this political commitment to be part of modern Europe remained undisputed and firm, throughout all the confrontations, challenges and difficulties that the Republic of Macedonia has overcome over the last decade and a half.

· For the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia, the objective to become part of the European Union is not only a confirmation of their undisputed affiliation to the European civilization and culture; it also means a fundamental sharing of principles that lie in the foundations of the Union - freedom, democracy, respect for human rights and basic freedoms, rule of law. 

· Republic of Macedonia demonstrated that it is capable of acting in a European manner - ten, five as well as three years ago - and that it is capable of acting together with the European Union - as a partner.

· By submitting the EU membership application, the Republic of Macedonia demonstrated that it is united in its determination and that it takes upon itself the responsibility for its European future.

· This is an expression of the natural aspiration and right of each European country for EU membership, in particular after the completion of the ratification procedure of the Stabilization and Association Agreement.

· The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, as the supreme legislative body and representative of the will of the citizens, confirmed the consensus among all the relevant political actors by the adoption of the Declaration on Submission of the EU Membership Application.

 A clear signal has been sent that there is readiness, will and potential to speed up the processes that will lead to our faster EU integration.

· Now, once the membership application is submitted, Republic of Macedonia has to show that it has capacity to carry out its undisputed commitments.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

· The entry into force of the Stabilization and Association Agreement bears not only legal significance.

· Today the Agreement as a whole comes into force.

· There is virtually no area, no EU policy, that is not covered by the Agreement - from political dialogue, through the areas of the four freedoms - movement of goods, people, capital and services, through justice and home affairs, along with a developed institutional structure for implementation of the Agreement.

· It does not mean that we are as of today starting to develop the relations in all of these areas. They have also developed continuously on the basis of the existing agreements and the clearly expressed political will on both sides.

· As of today, however, our position is entirely different.

· While in March, the Republic of Macedonia was a country with a contractual cooperation and special relations with the European Union due to its European identity and the so far developed partnership, we now have a completely different situation.

· This April - the Republic of Macedonia is an applicant country that has concluded with the European Union a Stabilization and Association Agreement.

· The next qualitative progress that the Republic of Macedonia shall make will be the acquisition of a candidate country status.

· We have on numerous occasions repeated that the Republic of Macedonia was the first country to conclude a Stabilization and Association Agreement with the Union, and that this is the first such agreement to enter into force. And it is not by accident. It has been well deserved and accomplished.

· We have on numerous occasions, also repeated that the Republic of Macedonia does not require any special treatment, or "a short-cut" to the Union.

· We are fully aware that in the process of accession to the Union, no acquired positions exist, but only "well accomplished positions".

· Therefore, today, when the Agreement is coming into force, we take upon ourselves an additional responsibility - to be a worthy and accountable partner in the Process of Stabilization and Association - the process that will lead us to the membership in the Union.

· We do not assume that the European partnership will mean solely a new title for the same approach. We expect and we are ready to provide contribution towards the development of a true partnership for a unique goal - realization of the vision for a united Europe. 

*           *          *

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Excellencies,

· Allow me, on this occasion, to introduce officially the motto and the logo of the European integration process of the Republic of Macedonia.

· These symbols have already been around and have been accepted by the public.

· I doubt that it is by pure coincidence that as many as three authors, i.e. groups of authors, have independently come to the same - simple, but clear idea "The Sun, too is a star" - Republic of Macedonia in the EU.

· This is expression of both faith and dignity.

· In physics, one should not prove that the Sun, too, is a star.

· The Republic of Macedonia will, however, have to prove this.

· All of us being present here today demonstrate that it is beyond any doubt that this is going to be the case. 

· Thank you for your attention. 
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